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Hsiaowo's unmarried name was Hsieh. She was a native of Yuchang
and the daughter of a merchant. She lost her mother at the age of
eight and was married to Tuan Chucheng, a native of Liyang and a
man of generous impulses with a wide circle of friends. Her father
was a man of great wealth who was content to pass his life in the
obscurity of trade and, with his son-in-law, used to load ships with
goods and travel back and forth on the lakes and rivers.
When Hsiaowo was fourteen both her father and her husband
were murdered by pirates and robbed of all their money and goods,
The brothers of her husband* and her own cousins, who were
aboard the boat, were all drowned, together with more than a
score of servants and other menials. Hsiaowo, too, suffered injuries
in the chest and broke her legs but she was rescued from the water
by a passing boat and was revived after a night passed in uncon-
sciousness. After recovering, she went begging from place to place
until she came to the Shangyuan district where she found refuge
under the roof of Changwu, a nun in the Miao Kuo Temple.
Now, just after the calamity Hsiaowo's father came to her in a
dream and said to her: "If you would know my murderer, think of
a monkey in a carriage, and the grass east of the gate" A few
days afterwards her husband likewise appeared to her in a dream
and said, "If you would know my murderer, think of a man who
walfy across the wheat, and a husband for one day!' Unable to
make anything of these words, Hsiaowo wrote them on a piece of